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B U I L D I N G  
I N T E R D I S C I P L I N A R I T Y  
F R O M  T H E  G R O U N D  U P  
 
 
Grenfell Campus has a long history of interdisciplinarity. The 
structure based on multi-disciplinary schools rather than 
disciplinary-centric departments allows for close contact with 
experts in other fields on a near-daily basis. With a new 
interest from the Tri-Agency, interdisciplinary research projects 
now have more chances of successful funding than ever before.  
 
Interdisciplinarity allows us to explore questions that lie at the 
edges and collide within spaces between disciplines. These 
questions often come from searching for solutions to wicked 
challenges such as climate change, resilience and sustainability. 
Applied research projects can be transformative for society and 
the people that research them. 
 
Working in interdisciplinary settings puts us in a vulnerable 
space, surrounded by new concepts, new people and new 
ideas. Nevertheless, it is within this vulnerability that we can 
find the strength to ask difficult questions. To be comfortable 
in this vulnerable state, we need to communicate effectively 
and trust the people around us. From this place is where 
InterD, the Grenfell Interdisciplinary Research Hub, draws 
inspiration: building interdisciplinary relationships, and 
research, from the ground up.  
 
  
 

 



 
 

 

In ter D  TEAM  2022  

F A C U L T Y  A N D  S T A F F  
 Dr. Camille Ouellet Dallaire – Chair – SSE 

 Dr. Christina Smeaton – SSE 

 Dr. Amanda Hancock – SASS 

 Cameron Forbes – SOFA 

 Pamela Gill – Grenfell Office of Research and Graduate Studies 
 

S T U D E N T S  
 David Farrell – MAEP student 

 Sara Langer – TRSU PhD Student 

 Leanna Butters – TRSU PhD Candidate 
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 THANK YO U TO 
OUR SPONSORS  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Embarking on this journey would not have been possible without the support 
of our sponsors, the Future Ocean and Coastal Infrastructure Project (FOCI), 
the Grenfell Office of Research and Graduate Studies, and Grenfell VP Dr. Ian 
Sutherland. 
 
We would also like to thank our deans and colleagues, who allow the space to 
grow, and engage with us in this process. The Dept. of Information and 
Technology Services has been instrumental in making this happen. Without 
them, it would be a less smooth experience, both for our audience and for us. 
 
Finally, none of these ideas would come to life without the support of our 
communities, families, and loved ones. Merci à toutes! 
  

 



 
 

 

MAY WOR K SHOP 
SCHED ULE  
D A Y  1  –  T H U R S D A Y ,  M A Y  2 6  

 3:30 - Opening remarks – Dr. Ian Sutherland 

 3:35 – Opening Prayer – Chief Brendan Mitchell, Qalipu First Nation 

 3:50 – InterD introduction 

 4:00 – Keynote Address - Pam Hall 
o  Making Methods: Protocols and Poetics in and Around an 

Encyclopedia of Local Knowledge. 

 5:30- 7:00 - Interdisciplinary Reception 
 

D A Y  2  –  F R I D A Y ,  M A Y  2 7  
 9:00 – Interdisciplinary Research Grants – POSTPONED 

 10:00- 12:00 – Graduate Roundtable with Keynote Pam Hall 

 1:30 – Panel Discussion: Research Methods across Disciplines 

 3:00- 4:30 – Activity: “Being conscious of Bias”  
  

A R T  E N G A G E M E N T  A C T I V I T I E S  
 Paper Folding and Mining Temporalities: An invitation to Respond 

and Make – Leanna Butters 
o Drop-in Thursday, 5:30-7 pm and Friday, 12:30-4:30 pm in the 

Arts and Science Atrium. Visit link to participate online. 

 Graphic Capture– Sara Langer 
o During the Graduate Roundtable with Pam Hall and Panel 

Discussion: Research Methods across Disciplines 

 Installation: MACROMAREAL – Syd Lancaster 
o Grenfell Arts and Science Atrium Thursday and Friday 

 
 



 

 

 

DR. PAM HALL :   
M A K I N G  M E T H O D S :  P R O T O C O L S  
A N D  P O E T I C S  I N  A N D  A R O U N D  A N  
E N C Y C L O P E D I A  O F  L O C A L  
K N O W L E D G E  
Keynote Address 
 
Dr. Pam Hall is an interdisciplinary artist and scholar whose work has been 
exhibited across Canada and internationally, and is represented in many 
corporate, private and public collections, including the National Gallery of 
Canada. Her artistic practice includes installation, drawing, object-making, 
photography, film, writing, community-engaged collaboration and 
performance and has explored the fisheries, the body, female labour, place-
making, the nature of knowledge and notions of the “local”. Her work is often 
collaborative and includes communities distant from the pristine spaces of 
the gallery, the studio, and the museum.  

Research has been central to Hall’s practice for many years. She was the first 
Artist-in-Residence in the Faculty of Medicine at Memorial University, was 
their Inaugural Public Engagement Postdoctoral Fellow and was the only 
artist on the three-year SSHRC-funded interdisciplinary study Just Fish: Ethics 
and the Canadian Marine Fisheries (2001). She has been an Adjunct Professor 
in Geography, and in Medical Humanities at MUN and also authored a 
chapter in Performance Studies in Canada (2017), edited by Laura Levin and 
Marlis Schweitzer. She taught in the MFA in Interdisciplinary Arts Program at 
Goddard College in Vermont for 16 years. 

Dr. Hall is the creator of the multi-year, multi-chapter art-and-knowledge 
project Towards and Encyclopedia of Local Knowledge (ELK) which has been 
exhibited extensively, is owned by multiple rural communities and is 
permanently installed on the walls of the reference room at Memorial 
University’s QEII Library. The third chapter of the ELK was created with 
Mi’kmaq artist, Jerry Evans, and is currently on display at the Gros Morne 
Discovery Centre in Woody Point, NL. Entitled Miawpukek: The Middle River, 
it is due for publication in English and Mi’Kmaq in the Spring of 2022. 

Dr. Hall has lived and worked in St. John’s since 1973 and graduated with an 
Interdisciplinary PhD from Memorial University in 2013. For details see 
www.pamhall.ca 

and www.encyclopediaoflocalknowledge.com 
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PANEL  D ISCUSSION 
R E S E A R C H  M E T H O D S  A C R O S S  
D I S C I P L I N E S  
 
Panelist #1: "Doing research sustainably: Low carbon methods" 
Dr. Rachel Webb Jekanowski is an interdisciplinary scholar working between film and 
media studies and environmental/energy humanities. Her current book project, Cinemas 
of Extraction: Land, Resources, Settler Imaginaries, examines environmental and colonial 
entanglements of 20th-century nontheatrical and documentary filmmaking in Canada 
and the United States. Recent publications include a chapter on future imaginaries in 
Newfoundland oil films in Cold Water Oil: Offshore Petroleum Cultures (Routledge, 2022) 
and Solarities: Seeking Energy Justice (University of Minnesota Press, 2022), 
collaboratively written by the After Oil Collective. 
 
 
Panelist #2: Researching sustainability through scenarios 
Dr. Camille Ouellet Dallaire received her PhD in Geography from McGill University, 
Montreal, Canada. Her pursuit of Geography developed critical and cross-scalar thinking 
that still supports her research today. While at McGill, she founded the Sustainability 
Research Symposium and studied global hydrology and watershed management. 
Following her PhD, she worked as a policy analyst on the future of geoscience and as a 
senior impact assessment analyst for Natural Resources Canada. Her research explores 
the cumulative and intersectional impacts of natural resource exploitation on ecosystem 
services, interdisciplinary research integration, and large-scale modelling and analyses of 
sustainable watershed management. 
  
Panelist #3: Researching with limited resources. Is it possible? 
Shasanka Chalise is a PhD candidate at Memorial University, Faculty of Business 
Administration - St. John's. His overarching research concentrates on the intersection of 
diversity management and leadership. He has presented his work at reputed conferences 
at the Academy of Management (AOM), the European Academy of Management 
(EURAM), and the Administrative Sciences Association of Canada (ASAC). His research 
mainly explores the leadership and organizational barriers of women, racio-ethnic 
minorities, and people with disabilities. He firmly believes in evidence-based 
management practices informed by robust findings.  
 
Moderator 
Dr. Amanda Hancock received her PhD in Management from at Memorial University, 
Faculty of Business Administration - St. John's. She is currently an Assistant Professor of 
Human Resources and Organizational Behaviour in the Business Program, Grenfell 
campus. Prior to her doctoral studies, she spent 10 years working in a range of human 
resources positions in both the private and public sector. With a focus on leadership and 
well-being, the thread that weaves her research interests together is her interest in 
leveling the playing field for social groups that have been historically disadvantaged in 
organizations. Her work has been published in the Journal of Management, Journal of 
Managerial Psychology, and Journal of Vocational Behaviour.  



 

 

GRAPHIC  
RECO RDING :   
S A R A  L A N G E R  
 
 
Sara Langer will be providing Graphic Recording for the in-person graduate 
roundtable and the online panel discussion – Research Methods Across 
Disciplines. 
 
View the live graphic recording during the online Panel Discussion here:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83538480048 
 
Graphic Recording is a visual form of note taking. This illustrative process can 
support dialogue by capturing different points of view and mapping out 
complex systems for a collective reference. 
 
Sara Langer is a PhD student in Transdisciplinary Sustainability at Grenfell 
Campus, Memorial University. Her current research is at the intersection of 
ecological economics, creative arts, and knowledge mobilization. Her Ph.D. 
explores rural, coastal, outport communities, and people’s connection to 
place that leads to strong, place-based, sustainable economies. She is also 
interested in how traditional local knowledge can be so innovative that it 
inspires action and results without external parties. Through knowledge 
sharing, translation, and mobilization via the use of creative arts, the 
transdiscipline of ecological economics that studies human wellbeing, 
sustainability, and justice has the opportunity to grow by incorporating lived 
experiences into ideas and models of holistic sustainability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83538480048


 

 

PAPERFOLDING AND 
MINING 
TEM PORALI T IES :  
A N  I N V I T A T I O N  T O  R E S P O N D  A N D  M A K E  -  
B Y  L E A N N A  B U T T E R S .  
Art Engagement Activity 
 
Leanna Butters will be facilitating a cumulative paper-folding project that responds to the 
spatial, temporal and visual aspects of her research around mining and fences. Drop-in 
Thursday May 26 5:30-7:00 and Friday May 27 12:30-4:30 in the Arts and Science Atrium. 
You can also participate in this activity remotely by visiting the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89283568421 

Mining activities take place in physical spaces, modifying environments to extract materials 
that are seen as useful within the global economy. Mining has been presented as a linear 
progression of activities whose impacts end with mine closure – the mining imaginary; 
however, an awareness of the complexity of mining impacts is growing. For example, the 
concept of mining temporalities argues that mining activities include overlapping temporal 
processes like market cycles, production cycles, and employment rotations that can 
synchronize and de-synchronize in response to market demands and social contexts. 

This work explores the junction of spatial and temporal aspects of mining. Images of mining 
spaces have been collected through virtual searches of library and archive materials and 
grouped around themes such as the (in)visibility of mining processes, the accessibility of 
mining spaces, and comparisons of home and work spaces. These two-dimensional images 
are remade into three-dimensional ‘gems’ using origami – a repetitive task that establishes 
rhythms through processes of testing, creation, and production. Viewers are invited to create 
their own gems and connect them with others in an effort to de-synchronize established 
understandings of mining and allow for non-linear, pluralistic interpretations to emerge. 
Assembly of these cumulative works follows an experimental hybrid process, happening both 
in-person and online. The resulting works consider, and perhaps question, the mining 
imaginary while exploring the potential for technology to facilitate hybrid creative 
collaboration. 

Leanna is a PhD candidate at Grenfell Campus, Memorial University in the Transdisciplinary 
Sustainability program. Her PhD research will investigate fences as mechanisms of socio-
spatial production in Canadian mining communities using a combination of methods from 
geography and the visual arts. Leanna has an MA in Environmental Policy (Grenfell Campus, 
Memorial University) and a BA in Architectural Studies (Design) and History (University of 
Toronto). Leanna’s PhD work is supervised by Cameron Forbes and Dr. Kelly Vodden. 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89283568421


 

 

MACROMAREAL :   
S C I E N C E - A R T  I N S T A L L A T I O N -   

S Y D  L A N C A S T E R  
Grenfell Arts and Science Atrium 
 
MACROMAREAL (a rising tide lifts all boats) is a part of a larger collaborative body of work 
developed by visual artist Syd Lancaster and sound artist/composer Scott Smallwood. This 
project approached the tidal range of the Bay of Fundy and its documentation in tide tables 
and real data through a series of interrelated works that explored ways of understanding 
natural processes, and our relationship to those processes as perceived from different 
vantage points and through different scales of time. The history of human interaction with 
the Bay, including tide-related industries and oceanographic research in the area of Parrsboro 
NS offered unique opportunities to create a body of work that explored the relationships 
between human actions, the coastal landscape, and tidal patterns and processes. Parrsboro’s 
proximity to the Fundy Geological Museum, the FORCE tidal power research station, the 
Ottawa House Museum, and Maritime Museum of the Atlantic presented further 
opportunities to investigate & incorporate both historical documents and current scientific 
research into our creative process.    
  
Initially, MACROMAREAL developed over the course of two residencies (2016 & 2017) at Main 
& Station in Parrsboro, NS. The project evolved from there, through additional research and 
subsequent presentations at the IAST (Interactive Art, Science, and Technology) Crossing 
Boundaries Symposium at University of Lethbridge (2018) and at Emily Carr University of Art 
& Design (2019), and SNAP Gallery in 2020. The video presented at Grenfell Campus – 
TIDAL/TIME - combines footage shot at First Beach, Partridge Island, West Bay, and East Bay 
with archival photos of the area and its shipbuilding history, and presents those images 
alongside timelapse footage of the tidal cycles in the Bay. These time-lapse segments were 
part of a dataset created by Fundy Force that documented tidal, environmental, and 
meteorological data in the Minas Basin at Black Rock – the site of a series of experiments in 
tidal power generation. Through the lens of the Fundy tides and their impact on a specific 
place (Parrsboro, NS), TIDAL/TIME offers an opportunity to consider the different scales of 
time and memory we each experience (geological, tidal/celestial, transgenerational, diurnal, 
the brevity of a human lifespan), and the processes of change, loss, and transformation 
inherent in each of them.  
  
By extension, MACROMAREAL as a whole draws attention to the intersection of human 
activities, time and the tidal environment, particularly the cyclic, durational aspects of living 
systems, human life, and work on or near tidal waters. Humans have sought to understand 
and harness the power of the world’s tides historically, and in the present; now more than 
ever, it is vital to understand our relationship to (and impact on) this immensely powerful 
natural phenomenon.  
  
Syd Lancaster is a queer prairie-born settler artist and writer, Lancaster’s lineage is bound to 
migration and the legacy of the Dominion Land Survey. She considers place, and notions of 
history and identity through installation, print, and video. They have exhibited work across 
Canada and held residencies in NS, NL and AB, and are currently a 2nd year MFA Student in 
Grenfell’s Visual Arts Program. 



 

 

                                          Thanks for joining us. See you next year!  

                
 

 

 


